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PERIODICAL #10,001 


The United States is, among other things, the land of the journal and the home of the news- 
etter. An estimated 0,000 periodicals are issued in this country. Every occupation has its 
wh magazine, every hobby its own newspaper, every club its own bulletin. There is a periodical 
or people who want to save the redwoods. There is a periodical for purveyors of pickles. 

here is a periodical for utopians, and a good many periodicals for non-utopians. But there is 
t present no regularly issued magazine, newsletter, or other periodical which is concerned 
xclusively or even largely with farm labor and the farm laborer. This is somewhat strange, 
ince the audience for such a publication is votentially 1,000,000 workers and their families, 
ot to mention the large number of persons who, while not themselves farm workers, have a moral 
r intellectual stake in farm labor developments. The need for a farm labor publication is even 
reater in view of straws currently in the wind which suggest strongly that a new and more 
ational era is opening in the farm labor market. 

The Agricultural Worker is an attempt to provide news and opinion of interest to farm 
workers themselves and to those on the perivhery of the farm labor movement. The news in these 
olumns cannot be current in the sane sense as news in the daily press. %ut the editors exnect 
to "scoop" the daily press in that we will here print information which will not be found in 
the dispatches of the A.?. or U.P.-International. 


The Agricultural Worker is to be a journal of opinion as well as a journal of fact. The 
editors will feel free to comment upon the news, and shall solicit the 
erning the meaning of events. Our columns are open to expressions of various points of 
3ut it should be clearl: understood at the outset that the editors of The Agricultural Worker 
reject the notion (curiously common in "liberal" and "intellectual" circles) ver 


minions of others con~ 
view. 


shat wherever 
1ere roughly halfway betwee 
them. The editors of this journal mject the proposition that righteousness lies apnroximately 
halfway between the demand on the one hand for justice and stability in the farm labor market, 
and the demand on the other hand for continued injustice and chaos. The Agricultural Worker 
rests upon the premise that the best interests of 1,000,000 farm laborers and their families, 
the general economy, and the national conscience require nothing less than equal rights for 
farm workers. 


there are two contesting viewooints, truth necessarily resides somewt 


THIS MONTH'S GUEST EDITORIAL 
Inasmuch as most food things are produced by labor, it follows that all such things of 
ht belong to those whose labor has produced them. Sut it has so hapnened in all ages of the 
rid that some have labored and others have without labor enjoyed a larrze provortion of the 
fruits. This is wrong and should not continue. To secure to each laborer the whole product of 
I labor, or as neerly as vossible, is a worthy subject of any good Government. 
~-~Abraham 
Lee, en eee MLE NOSED ae Let 
shington, D.C. The U.S. Department of Labor proposes to amend its reg 
ment of domestic farm workers and certification for the use of liexican Nationa 
osals went into effect, domestic workers recruited out-of-state would 
the area of their new empl 


housing as 


Periodically, the governments of Hexic and’ the United States me 


v 2 ! = 
- the terms of the International Agreement under which };50,000 bracero: 
ed to American farms. Organized growers have always been much in evidence at t} 
ons; Organized labor has always felt that it, too, should be given at least a consultat 
lone Over a year ago, the Joint U.S.-lexico Trade Union Committee began requestinz that 
6 notified of the dates of the next talks, so that it might have representatives present. The 
3. Department of Labor notified the Committee on April 27 that the talks would begin in Mexico 
» April 29. Writes Frank Noakes, Chairman of the U.S. Section of the Joint Committee, "We 
an only regard this as another evidence of the ‘runaround' the American labor movement has beer 
tting, and we are stayin away from these negotiations...in protest." Noakes, who is also 
ecretary-Treasurer’ of the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees, writes that by its recent 
ction, "the Labor Departrient...came out in the open as the opponent really blocking labor's 
articipation." He adds that these recent events "will certainly call for a re-examination of 
our entire policy of support for the bracero program." The U.S. Section of the Joint Committee 
represents the AFL-CIO, the Railway Labor Executives’ Association, and the United Nine Workers. 
» spokesman for the U.S. Section says, "Withdrawal of (our) support for the principles of the 
orogram would add impetus to the drive...to end the importation of Mexican workers entirely." 


sacramento. The legislative session, heralded in advance as the most liberal in 86 years, 
draws to a close with little for farm workers to cheer about. The Assembly, while considering 
a minimum wage bill, slashed farm workers to 90¢ an hour; the Senate Labor Committee, not 
content with that, killed the entire measure. (See discussion elsewhere in this issue.) The 
Fair Employment Practices bill which has been enacted exempts all farm workers who are housed 
on farms. (The entire bill may still be overturned by a referendum backed by the Associated 
Parmers and other reactionary interests.) A.3. 119, which would cive farm vorkers certain 
protections under the State Department of Industrial Relations, has been approved by the 
Assembly, but has not been acted upon in the Senate. Judging from the past behavior of the 
senate Labor Committee, the prospects of A.3. 19 are far fron bright. The only "victory" for 
farm labor in this legislative session to date has been coverage by compulsory workmen's compen 
sation insurance. Before too many hats are thrown in the air, however, it should be remembered 
that only 70 of the State's 110,000 farmers had declined to take out workmen's compensation in~ 
surance under the former voluntery svstem 

As this issue goes to press, we learn that Sen. Hugo Fisher (D., San Diego) has introduced 
6 bill totreate a California Agricultural Labor Resources Committee with authority "to conduct 
surveys and educational programs, hold public hearings, and establish liaison with governmental 
agencies for the purpose of advancing the welfare of farm workers and their families." The 
fate of 3.B. 1469 is uncertain, among other things because it was introduced so late that it is 
bound to be caught in the log-jam of the session's final month. 


of a conference on March 2-3, a Caniitce on Families Who Move With 


velfare, spiritual and economic problems.of seasonal-farm- laborers and their families; (2) to 

call various types of conferences to deal with the problem as a whole ad with various aspects 

of the problem; (3) to initiate studies related to various phases of the problem; (i) to stimulate 
cooperation between the various concerned grouns and agencies to activate prograns and projects 
designed to implement the results of studies and recommendations...; (5) to function as a medium 
through which information can be exchanged and disseminated." The Executive Secretary is Rev. 
Douglas Still of the Migrant Ministry, 3330 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 18. 


San Francisco. On April 22, the California Citizens Committee for Agricultural Labor was for- 
mally organized "to draw public attention to the plight of agricultural workers and to press 

for comprehensive action which will elevate farm workers to the level of first class citizenship 
both in legal rights and dignity." Sponsors include Ernest Besig of the American Civil Liberties 
JInion; Professors Paul Taylor, Seymour Lipset, and Davis McEntire of the University of California 
(Berkeley); Atty. Loren Hiller, Los Angeles; former Los Angeles County Supervisor John Anson 
Tord; Paul Jacobs, Fund for the Republic and Reporter magazine; and George R. Reilly. Directors 
include Frnesto Galarza, Tony Pios, Franklin F Tiliams, Trevor Thomas, Peter Andrade, Rev. Donald 
NeDonnell, Rev. Douglas Still, and C.J.Haggerty. James Murray, San Francisco attorney, is 

acting secretary of the new Committee. 


Stockton. An Agricultural Workers Association has been organized in this city, and already has 
nearly 100 dues-paying members. The preamble to the Association's constitution reads: "Le, the 
men and women voluntarily associating ourselves as members of this non-profit organization do so 
recognizing (1) that God gave the earth man for his needs and that man by his labor and skill 
yielcs wealth from the earth; (2) ...that there must be a just distribution according to the 
common food, with cooperation between capital and labor; (3) that man has the right to organize 
and adopt such rules of organizstion as are in keening with justice and the comnon welfare; 
u) thet an association of farm workers is of value in brinring abovt reaceful mtual under 
ne and cooperation between the employer and the wo ; tri 
refore, the nurnose of this association is, by mutval ef rt, to help each and, ever 
yorker to better his cordition in body and soul and property -- receiving a just d 
the wealth he produces from the soil." Andy Arellano of Tracy was elected Pres 
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HAPPENED TN SACRAMENTO 
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the committee announced that Holliste 


vommittee is a time-honored tactic fo illing a measure when 
one reason or another, don't wish to adm t eir nustituencies that they 
Sen. Montgomery’ claim that A.B. 1223 sud dent study range 
jawk the senior member of the l that | 
j been studying the problem of an agricultural minimum wage since In an 
the minimum wage issue is dea it 1961. Following the action of the Senate Labor 
ttee, the only ‘hope wes tha 1@ Senate as a le might vote to withdraw A.3. from 
Committee. The Brown adership decided not tc Violate Sernete tradition by ot 
The fate of ALBL1223 ses the following comments and questions, among others, in 
of the present observer 
A lot of people ‘went to a lot of time, trouble, and expense preparing testimony for 
and journeying to Sacramento from Hanford, Ventura, etc that purpose. was served 
i od the Committee's vote, the Chairman < RORRET EY og he knew 
going, to vote regardless of what was 
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